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Mahajan  ‘fails to perform’ on home turf

New Delhi, April 6. Though near unanimity prevails in corporate India on Pramod Mahajan’s “sterling” performance as Communications Minister, the vote of confidence in his abilities might be as resounding in the corridors of Sanchar Bhavan and the two corporation sunder his administrative control- the Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) and the Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited


For, quick estimates for 2001-02 indicate shortfalls in targets for switching capacity, new lines, village public lines (VPTs) and even for optical fibre cables (OFCs). Mr.Mahajan was unable to persuade the Finance Ministry into releasing Rs.720 crores sought desperately by the BSNL, last year for meeting the social obligations. The BSNL might get some funds on this account this year because the universal social obligation fund might become operational but apprehensions remain about remote villages getting connected. Apart from failing to meet the physical targets, the Minister could not ameliorate discontent among the 4.5- lakh- strong BSNL staff. It may be revealed that the BSNL employees were assured of Government pension when it was converted into a corporation. The recent Budget documents were a shock for they indicated that the BSNL would have to meet the full cost of pension payment not only for present staffers but also those who had retired earlier. The Ministry is understood to be active in sorting out the issue but no solution has emerged so far.

For the first time in several years,…….

