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  ERNAKULAM DISTRICT CONFERENCE—THE HIGHLIGHTS

The Annual General Body meeting of the BSNLEA Ernakulam SSA Branch was held on 4th Sep. 2002 from 12.30 hrs. at YMCA Hall, Ernakulam. The main items on the Agenda included Veterans’ Session, Annual Report, Statement of Accounts, discussions on Organisational matters, Election of Office-bearers, Joint Session with TEOA and presentation of Educational Awards to top-scoring students.

1.VETERANS’ SESSION:

 The Veterans’ Session was hosted in honour of our senior Comrades, who superannuated from the DOT/BSNL. It was addressed by Com. C S V Nair DGM (Retd.), former Circle President TESA, Kerala. A large number of our veteran members graced the occasion and made it memorable. In a rare exhibition of togetherness most of them sat through all the sessions of the meeting.

2. ANNUAL REPORT:

 The Secretary Com. George Varghese, in his annual report summed up the activities of the Branch during the last one year. The main highlights of the report included the background leading to the formation of the new Assn. BSNL EA at the national as well as SSA level. Meetings conducted at SSA level and attended at Circle/ CHQ levels, major items taken up with the Administration and their status, organizational actions, relations and combined action with TEOA, relationship with other unions, combined building construction with TEOA, mutual welfare schemes and educational awards instituted formed part of a report of vibrant activities. The report revealed the robust state of this very active District –may be worth emulating by other units as well.

3. MESSAGE FROM THE GS:

For the first time in the history of the SSA a message was received from the GS boosting the morale of the over 100 BSNLEA members present. The GS expressed his delight in learning about the wonderful and befitting manner in which the first annual general body meeting of the branch was being held in an environment free from suffocation. He stated that the fundamental objective of the new Assn. was to explore ways and means to mitigate the age old exploitation, deprivation and injustice to which the members have been subjected to. He cautioned that the path ahead will not be the smoothest. On the contrary we have to squarely face the formidable challenges ahead. He expressed confidence in the working of the Branch, which had a long tradition, and reputation of standing up to uphold the fundamental rights of the workers. He assured the comrades of Ernakulam that the Central leadership of the Assn. would be in the forefront of any and all struggles to realise the goal of annihilating exploitation, injustice and misery that the members have been subjected to during the last twenty odd years. He wished all success to the objective and result-oriented deliberations of the Conference in which he would have loved to be partaking but could not due to other urgent preoccupations.

4. ORGANISATIONAL MATTERS: 

 Discussions were held on the developments in the All India scenario. The house was unanimous in extending total support to the programmes so far organized by the CHQ. The house appreciated the actions taken by the CHQ on items of crucial importance and the major gains made in creation of STS posts, 5-day working etc. The bold stand taken by the CHQ to offset the injustice and deprivation meted out to our members thus far, received befitting applause from the members. They were also particularly happy and thankful to the CHQ for earnestly pursuing items like pay protection to JAG officers, absorption of Adhoc DEs in Gr. A, demotion case of 9 SDEs, pay anomaly and stepping up, creation of STS norms for WLL installation and maintenance, hitherto unheeded by the TESA leadership. The members also fervently hoped that the CHQ would be able to settle all these cases in our favour. The house unanimously approved all the items taken up by the CHQ through notices and resolutions on absorption and other service conditions of our members and gladly accepted the call of the CHQ to gear up for organizational activities including agitational programmes. The house also expressed its firm view that the absorptional process should be completed within the shortest possible time frame to assuage the feelings of many of our senior members on the verge of retirement. It also urged the CHQ to ensure that all benefits of absorption were extended to all officers retired and retiring after 1-10-2000. 

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS:

 The house unanimously elected the following office-bearers to lead the Dist. Assn. for the next term:-

1. President              
 
 : Com. T K Vijayan.

2. Vice- President    

 : Com. P C Joseph.

3. Secretary                
 : Com. George Varghese.

4. Treasurer                 
 : Com. C M Purushothaman

5. CEC Member         
 : Com. P K JOSE

6. Asst. Secretaries :

          1. HQ                
 : Com. P J Joseph 

          2.GMM/GMP  

 : Com. Susan Roy

          3. Welfare      

 : Com. V A Mathukutty

7. Organising Secretaries

          1. ENK
             
:Com.Thomas Paul E

          2. ALY               
:Com.T.R.Rajan

          3.  MPZ              
:Com.P.K.Abraham

5.JOINT SESSION WITH TEOA

In a house packed with 102 members of BSNLEA and 63 members of TEOA, the session was extremely active, purposeful and useful. The session, presided over by Com. George Varghese, Dist. Sec. BSNLEA, was addressed by Com. T.Issac, AGS BSNLEA , Com. K.O.Aleyas, All India Vice President TEOA, Com. K.D. Sebastian, Circle President BSNLEA, Com. G.N. Hariharan Nair, CS BSNLEA, Com. A.S. Abdul Razack, Circle Treasurer, TEOA, Com. N.A. Abraham Asst. Circle Secretary BSNLEA, Com. R.P. Shivakumar Circle Treasurer BSNLEA, Com. M.M. Joy, Dist. President TEOA and Com. E.K. Ravindran, Dist. Secretary TEOA. The house unanimously decided to form a co-ordination committee of BSNLEA and TEOA with a view to working together in all future actions. Com. George Varghese  and Com. E K Ravindran were unanimously elected Chairman and Convener  of the Committee. All the District Executive Committee members of the two Associations would hold the Executive Committee Posts of the Co-ordination Committee with the All- India and Circle office-bearers from the District being ex- officio members.

6. EDUCATIONAL AWARDS:

The Educational Awards instituted by Prof. Mary James Paul w/o late Com. James Paul in his memory, by Com. Bobby J Francis, in memory of his late wife and late friend, as well as the Awards instituted by the Assn. in honour of our late Comrades, Com. James Paul and Com. Kesavan Nair were presented to the winners by Com. Bobby J Francis DE( Retd.) and former Dist. President TESA. THE AWARDS are given to top-scoring wards of the BSNL employees of the district as a whole and to wards of BSNL EA members.

The Award winners 

1.Com.James Paul Endowment                             Top scorer SSLC

( Open to wards of all BSNL employees)
Instituted by Prof. Mary James Paul

Kum. Divya .D.





         

D/o T.M.Damodaran Unni Sr.TOA Kothamangalam
2.Com.K.T.George Endowment                              Top Scorer plus-2/STD XII

( wards of all employees)

Instituted by Com.Bobby J. Francis

Kum.Teena C.H





                       

D/o Com. M.I.Sabi SDE MM I

3.Smt. Leela Bobby Teacher Endowment              Top Scorer STD X Other than SSLC
( wards of all  employees)                     

Instituted by Com. Bobby J Francis

i. Master Tony Sebastian






S/o Com. K.D. Sebastian, Circle president BSNL EA

ii. Kum.Shalini Kaleeswaran 






D/o Sri. S.Kaleeswaran, SDE Computer.

4.Com James Paul Memorial Award 

  Top Scorer SSLC/STDX CBSE 

for Wards of   BSNL EA members

Master Tony Sebastian




           

S/o Com.K.D.Sebastian, Circle President BSNL EA 

5.Com. Kesavan Nair Memorial Award

2ndTop scorer SSLC/ CBSE X  

for Wards of BSNL EA Members 

Kum. Neenu Elizabeth Benjamin



                     

D/o Com Achamma Thomas SDE OFS EKM

The meeting concluded at 1800 hrs.

